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HALIBURTON—KAWARTHA LAKES—BROCK

S JAMIE SCHMALE ™

20 @Jamie_Schmale /jamieschmale . MPJamieSchmale @jamieschmale.ca

THE STATE OF THE BOLSOVER BRIDGE

Dear Neighbour,

As you may be aware, the Liberal
Government has recently made the
decision to end federal support and
construction of new road infrastructure

across the country.

Thousands of residents in our
communities have already fallen victim to
policies that unfairly target rural lifestyles,
therefore this is just another
unacceptable injunction that will continue
to put lives at risk.

On that same note, Parks Canada has
announced it will not replace the

Boundary Road Swing Bridge, in Bolsover.

| fundamentally disagree with this
decision.

It's been nearly three long years since the
bridge was shut down, effectively cutting
the community in half.

Now, news that there will be no bridge
replacement has, understandably, left
residents angry and worried about what
the future may or may not hold for the
community.

In its own documents, Parks Canada
agreed that the bridge, originally built in
1902, is a cultural resource of national
historical significance and is an intrinsic
part of the heritage landscape.

In fact, before it was demolished in 2020,
the bridge was one of five original

Simcoe-to-Balsam Lake structures.

As your Member of Parliament, | find it
morally reprehensible that the Minister
has no problem gifting millions to bolster
infrastructure projects in communist
China, while ignoring the pleas of rural
Canadians. The Liberal government just
doesn't care about rural communities and
the way of life for rural Canadians.

Taxing agriculture, confiscating hunting
rifles, making it unaffordable to drive to
work; urban elite Liberals just don't get it.
The Trudeau Liberals will happily waste
$834,000 for 3 guys from the United
States and New Zealand to cull 84 deer
using a helicopter, or $59.5 million on the
ArriveCan app that didn't even work. The
list of wasteful spending goes on and on.

| have communicated with the Minister
on his complete lack of empathy and
urgency on behalf of the constituents of
Bolsover, | have spoken on it in the
House of Commons a number of times
and | have yet to receive an answer from
the Minister.

Unfortunately, Minister Steven Guilbeault
just doesn't get it. It's time for this out-of-
touch, tired and completely unresponsive
government to go.

Sincerely,

/‘Z" Gz

Jamie Schmale, MP
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock
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Pictured here is the current state of the
still-dismantled bridge that has left the
residents in the community with longer
travel times. This has lead them to pay
more in fuel to get to the other side of
the river, and caused a lack of access for
paramedics and firefighters which in turn
risks the safety and well-being for the
people of the Town of Bolsover.

On September 9th, 2023, | rose in the
House of Commons to amplify the
voices and the calls from constituents
to hold the Minister to account for his
constant deflections on this critical
infrastructure issue and his arrogance
towards rural Ontarians.

Parks Canada made a poor attempt
at trying to accuse the residents of
the community and | of claiming that
"Parks Canada is not doing its job"

in getting to the bottom of this issue
of critical importance in the

House of Commons.
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Robert Armour would like to know how the
Bolsover bridge went from beinga cu|tura|’

el i
resource of “national historic significance tc:,
having its “overall commemorative integrity
reviewed in eight months.
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